39" Annual Cherry Blossom Festival of Northern California

Date: April 15" — 16" (Saturday — Sunday) JSPSrepresented with Japan Pavilion
Exhibit, both days
April 22™ — 23 (Saturday — Sunday)

Time: 11 A.M.-5P.M. daily

Place: Imperial Ballroom B — Radisson Miyako Hotel
San Francisco Japantown

JSPS Officersin Attendance: Dr. Seishi Takeda , Kazusa Toda , Noriko
Y okoi , Eiji Kotani , Mitsuru Mizuno , and Caroline Bahr

Once again, the Japan Pavilion (group of Japanese organizations abridged by the
Japan Information Center of the Consulate General of Japan, San Francisco) invited JSPS
to participate in this year’s exhibit in the Radisson Miyako Hotel, during the first two-day
celebration of the 39" Annual Cherry Blossom Festival.

San Francisco’s historic Japantown is also celebrating its 100™ anniversary this
year. 100 years ago, San Francisco was destroyed in earthquake and fire. The Japanese
government contributed $246,000 to the city for earthquake relief — more than any other
foreign nation. At the time, Japanese concentrated in Chinatown and South of Market.
Now, with the continued support and cooperation by the Japanese government and the
city of San Francisco, Japantown and The Japan Center thrive within and around the
blocks of Post, Geary, Fillmore, and Laguna Streets. San Francisco’s Japantown is the
oldest in America, and still one of the most populated and most popular to visit. 12,000
residents of Japanese descent live in the areatoday.

This year’'s Cherry Blossom Festival drew more than 150,000 people, from
California, Japan, and all over theworld. Thefestival featured amost every Japanese
cultural tradition, from classical dance performances to martial art combat, to origami
exhibits, tea ceremonies, calligraphy and anime classes, and much, much more. Over 90
events and activities were organized for the event. The 2006 Cherry Blossom Queen
pageant was aso held on the 15" and a mainstream tradition that the court visit most
every venue was very pleasant as they stopped by the Japan Pavilion and talked with each
organization. The culmination of the festival was the grand parade on the 23", featuring
costumed dancers, armor-clad samurais, floats, taiko drummers, and the famed musician
Kitaro.

The Japan Pavilion, though inside the Miyako Hotel, still had a good circulation
of visitors. Between the booths of the Japan Information Center and Osaka University
San Francisco Office, JSPS San Francisco Office and its officers displayed a beautiful
and informative booth — featuring JSPS brochures and information packets, fellowship
guideline handouts, our newsletter, and the official JSPS DVD. The booth was
constantly manned by the staff of our office. It was a good opportunity for JSPSto



connect with new people, and for the new kenshusei to speak about JSPSin English. We
look forward to thisinvitation again next year.

Caroline, Toda, Y okoi, Kotani, and Mizuno attend to the questions of an interested
researcher at the JSPS booth in the Japan Pavilion.

Dr. Takeda, Toda, and Mizuno with Consulate General Y amanaka and his wife, and the
Osaka University San Francisco Office.



Todaand Caroline pose with the 2006 Cherry Blossom Queen pageant court.



